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1
ANTI-OBESITY AGENT COMPRISING
COMPOUND CONTAINING
BENZOTROPOLONE RING

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation application of co-pending prior
application Ser. No. 14/150,461 filed Jan. 8, 2014, which is a
divisional application of prior application Ser. No. 13/321,
299 (now U.S. Pat. No. 8,658,237 issued Feb. 25, 2014)
having a §371 date of Nov. 18, 2011, which is a national stage
filing based on PCT International Application PCT/JP2010/
058624 filed on May 21, 2010, and claims benefit of Japanese
Application No. 2009-123585 filed May 21, 2009. Which are
herein incorporated by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an anti-obesity agent con-
taining a benzotropolone ring-containing compound.

BACKGROUND ART

Obesity is one of the most significant diseases in modern
society and the main factor of obesity is excessive intake of
fat. Excessive intake of fat is known to cause not only obesity
but also diabetes, hyperlipidemia, hypertension, arterioscle-
rosis, and the like that are attributable to obesity. The condi-
tion in which two or more of hyperglycemia, hypertension,
and hyperlipidemia develop with visceral fat obesity is called
metabolic syndrome (visceral fat syndrome), which is at high
risk of causing cardiac diseases and stroke and thus has been
regarded as a problem in recent years. As a therapeutic agent
for obesity, for example, Xenical®, which has a suppressive
action on fat absorption from the gastrointestinal tract due to
its lipase inhibitory activity, is commercially available as an
anti-obesity agent; however, its side effects such as steator-
rhea, increased frequency of defecation, loose stool, diarrhea,
and stomachache have been reported and the agent thus can-
not be necessarily safe (Non-Patent Document 1).

In order to prevent obesity, cutting calories on a restrictive
diet is an effective way. Nevertheless, it is often hard to
practice it in daily life because substantial nutritional guid-
ance has to be received. Accordingly, suppressing in a safe
and healthy manner the absorption of diet-derived fat into the
body is expected to be a realistic and effective measure for
treatment of obesity and obesity-related diseases or health
enhancement.

Under these circumstances, the development of specified
health foods that are safe and proven effective in humans is
attracting attention. To date, the following food materials
which suppress the elevation of serum triglyceride level after
meals are commercially marketed as specified health foods:
globin digest which suppresses fat absorption by its pancre-
atic lipase inhibition; diacylglycerol, which has digestive and
absorptive properties different from triacylglycerol; eicosap-
entaenoic acid (EPA) and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA),
which are purified from fish oil; and the like.

Also, recent interest is focusing on plant-derived lipase
inhibiting active substances, and particularly, the following
polyphenols which have lipase inhibitory activity have been
reported: plant bark-derived tannin; tannins and flavonoids
and glycosides thereof in the legume Cassia nomame; lipid
absorption-inhibiting foods containing epigallocatechin gal-
late and epicatechin gallate, which are main components in
green tea; lipase inhibitors comprising water extracts from
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pepper, shimeji mushroom, pumpkin, maitake mushroom,
seaweed Hizikia fusiformis, green tea, oolong tea, and the
like; flavones and flavonols; hydroxybenzoic acids (gallic
acid), triterpene compounds and derivatives thereof; anti-
obesity agents containing, as an active ingredient, procyani-
din from tamarind; and the like. Further known are lipase
inhibitory action of grape seed extract (Non-Patent Docu-
ment 2); lipase inhibitory action from Salacia reticulate-de-
rived polyphenol, and anti-obesity action in rats (Non-Patent
Document 3); oolong tea extract-derived anti-obesity action
in mice (Non-Patent Document 4); and the like. In addition,
teas contain a lot of catechins, many components of which
have been separated and identified (Non-Patent Document 5),
and there are reports on lipase inhibitors containing tea-de-
rived components (Patent Documents 1 and 2). Above all,
theaflavins, known as pigments of black tea and oolong tea,
exhibit strong lipase inhibitory activity in proportion to the
number of gallate groups in a molecule (Patent Document 2,
Non-Patent Document 6). However, the content and propor-
tion of these theaflavins are not constant among teas.

Alfa-glucosidase inhibiting substances have an inhibitory
action on the elevation of blood glucose level by inhibiting
alfa-glucosidase, which is localized on small intestinal epi-
thelium, and by suppressing or delaying the decomposition
and absorption of sugar. Accordingly, alfa-glucosidase-inhib-
iting substances are useful in various diseases such as diabe-
tes and obesity, which are derived from the chronicity of high
blood sugar symptoms.

Since alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity was discovered
in malt component in 1933, many alfa-glucosidase-inhibiting
substances that are derived from wheat and pulse have been
discovered. In 1966, nojirimycin, which has alfa-glucosidase
inhibitory activity, was isolated from a microbial metabolite
and its structure was determined. From mulberry leaf extract,
a related compound of nojirimycin, 1-deoxynojirimycin, was
obtained, which is known to have alfa-glucosidase inhibitory
activity, and a method of extraction for keeping the activity
from decreasing is disclosed (Patent Document 3).

A compound that contains a 13-membered ring cyclitol
structure having a sulfoxide, which is isolated from the
extract of the root of Salacia reticulate, is reported to have
maltase inhibitory activity (Patent Document 4). Diacylated
pelargonidin, cyanidin, and peonidin 3-sophoroside-5-gluco-
sides are reported to have maltase inhibitory activity as an
anthocyanin compound isolated from morning glories or the
root of purple sweet potato (Non-Patent Document 7). The
maltase inhibitory activity has also been confirmed in the
components contained in tea leaves, such as theasinensin A,
theaflavin derivatives having a galloyl group, and proantho-
cyanidins having epiafzelechingallate as a constitutional unit.
Although theaflavin derivatives having a galloyl group have
maltase inhibitory activity, they are contained in tea leaves in
only a small proportion, 0.1 to 0.2% (Patent Document 5,
Non-Patent Document 8).

Black tea theaflavins and green tea catechins are reported
to have alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity (Non-Patent
Document 8); the activity has been confirmed in catechins
having a galloyl group at their 3 position including epigallo-
catechin-3-O-gallate (hereinafter referred to as “EGCG”) and
epicatechin-3-O-gallate, and theaflavins including theafla-
vin-3-O-gallate and theaflavin-3,3'-di-O-gallate. The frac-
tions and the like of black tea have also been examined for
their alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity; polymeric fractions
formed by fermentation are also known to have the activity
(Non-Patent Document 9).

On the other hand, it is known that in fermentation process
in production of black tea or oolong tea, polyphenols such as
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catechins or gallic acid are condensed into a compound hav-
ing a benzotropolone ring through the activity of enzymes
such as polyphenol oxidase in tea leaves (Non-Patent Docu-
ment 10).

It is reported that aside from theaflavins, many ben-
zotropolone ring-containing compounds are present in teas.
Reported are, for example, apoptosis induction caused by
purpurogallin derivatives (Patent Document 6) and a method
of manufacturing epitheatlagallins for use in foods (Patent
Document 7), an enzymatic method of manufacturing a
theaflavin type trimer, theadibenzotropolone A, and presence
thereof in black tea (Non-Patent Document 11), and the like.
The anti-inflammatory actions of various benzotropolone
ring-containing compounds (Non-Patent Document 12) are
also known. Nevertheless, for benzotropolone ring-contain-
ing compounds other than theaflavins and epitheaflagallins,
nothing is known about their lipase inhibitory action relating
to fat absorption and their alfa-glucosidase inhibitory action
relating to their inhibitory action on the elevation of blood
glucose level.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Technical Problem
Even if some effect is found to be obtained from a plant

extract, unless the quantity of the active components con-
tained in the extract is determined, it is difficult to ensure
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stable maintenance of its anti-obesity activity because the
extract is of natural product origin. Further, some of the
reported lipase inhibitors and alfa-glucosidase inhibitors as
shown above are not sufficiently effective.

A less palatable, vegetable-derived anti-obesity agent,
when used as foods or beverages, is expected to make a
negative influence on their flavor. On the other hand, a more
palatable, tea-derived anti-obesity agent can possibly be an
effective material candidate; however, for example, even
when we drink palatable black tea or oolong tea in order to
lower lipid, we cannot obtain its effect without drinking the
tea in large amounts, and thus to practice it in daily life is thus
not realistic. Simply condensed black tea or oolong tea is also
not appropriate to drink as a realistic measure because of its
strong bitterness and astringency and increased caffeine.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an anti-obesity agent which is of natural product origin
and effective.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
tea-derived, palatable inhibitor of lipase activity which shows
a highly inhibitory activity against pancreatic lipase and sup-
presses absorption of diet-derived fat, and/or contributes to
suppression and prevention of obesity. Still another object is
to provide an alfa-glucosidase inhibitor which suppresses
absorption of diet-derived sugar and contributes to long-term
prevention and/or treatment of diabetes resulting from the
chronicity of high blood sugar symptoms.

Still another object of the present invention is to provide
foods and beverages which are palatable and intended to
lower blood triglyceride and which enhance health.

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a
pharmaceutical composition which suppresses absorption of
diet-derived fat and elevation of blood triglyceride.

Solution to Problem

As aresult of intensive studies to solve the above problems,
the present inventors have found a component from tea leaves
which potently inhibits pancreatic lipase, essential for fat
absorption, and which has high alfa-glucosidase inhibitory
activity. Specifically, the inventors have assayed the inhibi-
tory activities of various polyphenols present in tea leaves
against lipase and alfa-glucosidase, and found out that the
benzotropolone ring-containing compounds of Formula (1)
have strong lipase inhibitory activity and strong alfa-glucosi-
dase inhibitory activity. These compounds are oxides of cat-
echins and polyphenols which are contained in black tea, and
thus are superior in flavor and safety and can be taken for long
periods oftime. From these findings, the inventors have found
that it is possible to provide foods and beverages, to which a
lipase inhibitor and an alfa-glucosidase inhibitor are added,
which are intended to suppress absorption of diet-derived fat
and sugar and elevation of blood triglyceride and to prevent
and/or treat diabetes resulting from the chronicity of high
blood sugar symptoms is in the long run. The present inven-
tion has been thus accomplished.

More specifically, the present invention is defined by [1] to
[9] below.

[1] An anti-obesity agent comprising one or more com-
pounds of Formula (1) (except epitheaflagallin, epitheatlagal-
lin-3-O-gallate, theaflavin, theaflavin-3-O-gallate, theafla-
vin-3'-O-gallate, and theaflavin-3,3'-O-digallate):



[Chemical Formula 1]

OH

R;
OH

Ry oH

Ry

(wherein R is H or OH;
R, is H or a group of Formula (2):

[Chemical Formula 2]

HO

wherein R, is OH or a group of Formula (3):

[Chemical Formula 3]

: o

°

OH
HO
OH
or a group of Formula (4):
[Chemical Formula 4]
OH

o,
I/O

HO

OH

OH

HO

OH
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wherein R, is H, COOH, a group of Formula (5):

[Chemical Formula 5]

OH
m |
HO (0]

or a group of Formula (6):

[Chemical Formula 6]
HO O Re
m’o
OH )\
O

wherein R is OH, a group of Formula (7):

[Chemical Formula 7]

OH
OY@ "
o] OH

or a group of Formula (8):

[Chemical Formula 8]

0
’/,,O
OH
HO
OH

wherein R is a group of Formula (9):

OH
OH
\\‘\\\

[Chemical Formula 9]

Formula

Formula

Formula

Formula (8)

Formula
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or a group of Formula (10): Formula (14):
[Chemical Formula 14]
[Chemical Formula 10] Formula (14)
Formula (10)
OH
(0]
OH
10 HO
Ry OH
Ry
15
wherein R ' is the same group as R, above and R,' is a group
of Formula (11):
[Chemical Formula 11] 20
HO Formula (11) Formula (15):
[Chemical Formula 15]
Formula (15)
25 OH
OH
S o)
wherein R ' is the same group as R, above). 30 o om
[2] The anti-obesity agent according to [ 1], comprising one
: . . (@]
or more compounds in which R, is H. OH
[3] The anti-obesity agent according to [1], wherein the
. ) 0
compound is a compound of Formula (12): ;s HO o O
. OH
[Chemical Formula 12]
Formula (12)
OH
OH
o 40 Formula (16):
[Chemical Formula 16]
()51 Formula (16)
OH
OH
Formula (13):
[Chemical Formula 13]
Formula (13)
OH
(0]
HOOC
OH
OH
OH
65 HO'
OH OH
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Formula (17):

[Chemical Formula 17]

-continued

Formula (17) 19

15

OH
20
HO

OH

Formula (19):

25
[Chemical Formula 19]
Formula (19)
30
OH
35
40
Formula (18):
45
[Chemical Formula 18] '—__‘
F la (18 E
ormula (18) “ % oH
OH (e}
OH
O,
OH
O o HO
HO 0 oH ey
60
! OH
O
OH

65

OH
HO

OH
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Formula (20):

[Chemical Formula 20]

HO

OH

Formula (21):

[Chemical Formula 21]

HO

OH

Formula (22):

[Chemical Formula 22]

HO

OH

OH

HO

OH
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[Chemical Formula 23]
Formula (23)
OH
HO O ‘\\\\©[
- OH
0 oH
OH
0 e}
O B
OH

HO

[4] The anti-obesity agent according to any one of [1] to
[3], which is a lipase inhibitor and/or an alfa-glucosidase
inhibitor.

[5] The anti-obesity agent according to any one of [1] to
[4], which is for suppressing absorption of diet-derived fat
and sugar.

[6] The anti-obesity agent according to any one of [1] to
[5], which is in the form of a food or a beverage.

[7] The anti-obesity agent according to [6], wherein the
food or beverage is selected from the group consisting of atea
beverage, a soft drink, and a health food.

[8] The anti-obesity agent according to any one of [1] to
[5], which is in the form of a pharmaceutical composition.

[9]A compound of Formula (24):

[Chemical Formula 24]
Formula (24)

OH

HO O
OH

OH

HO
Advantageous Effects of the Invention

The lipase inhibitor that serves as the anti-obesity agent of
the present invention contains a tea-derived benzotropolone
ring-containing compound and thus exhibits superior lipase
inhibitory activity. The lipase inhibitor of the present inven-
tion does not compromise the flavor of foods and beverages,
has palatability, and can be used in various use applications
including foods and beverages intended for reduction in trig-
lycerides and health enhancement. It is desirable to take this
inhibitor together with meals for suppression of dietary fat
absorption, and therefore, beverages containing tea-derived,
enhanced active ingredients are of great significance. Particu-
larly, enhancing these ingredients enabled us to provide a
beverage intended for anti-obesity action and health enhance-
ment.
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The alfa-glucosidase inhibitor that serves as the anti-obe-
sity agent of the present invention can suppress decomposi-
tion of sugar derived from diet-derived starch and polysac-
charides and absorption of the sugar, in less amount than
conventionally known, natural product-derived alfa-glucosi-
dase inhibitor. Further, all of the compounds are oxides of
catechins and polyphenols contained in teas and are thus
superior in flavor and safety, which enables long-term intake
of the compounds.

In addition, the anti-obesity agent of the present invention
contains a benzotropolone ring-containing compound, a
component derived from teas, which are widely used in diet,
and are thus safe and can be also used as a pharmaceutical
composition with reduced side effects.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the '*C NMR spectrum of Compound 12.
FIG. 2 shows the '"H NMR spectrum of Compound 12.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments of the present invention are described in
detail below.

Anti-Obesity Agents

The present invention is an anti-obesity agent containing a
benzotropolone ring-containing compound of Formula (1) as
an active ingredient:

[Chemical Formula 25]

Formula (1)

R;
OH

OH

Ry

Particularly, the following is preferred as the active ingredi-
ent: purprogallin of Formula (12) below:

[Chemical Formula 26]
Formula (12)

OH

OH

14
purprogallin carboxylic acid of Formula (13):

5 [Chemical Formula 27]

Formula (13)
OH
10
HOOC 0
OH
15
OH
OH
20 .
theaflavanin 3-O-gallate of Formula (14):
55 [Chemical Formula 28]
Formula (14)
30
HO.
35
",
OH OH
@)
40
OH
OH
45
EGCG-catechol of Formula (15):
[Chemical Formula 29]
50 Formula (15)
OH
OH
@)
55 OH OH
0 on
O
60 HO O
I OH
OH

65



US 9,169,231 B2

15 16
theaflavate A of Formula (16): theaflavin digallate trimer 1 (TFdiGA-tril) of Formula
(18):
[Chemical Formula 32]
. Formula (18)
[Chemical Formula 30] 5

Formula (16)

10
HO O
OH
HO O
- OH
(0]
..'I,IIO 25
OH
OH
30
HO
OH
theadibenzotropolone A of Formula (17): 35
OH
. HO
[Chemical Formula 31] 0 oI
theaflavin digallate trimer 2 (TFdiGA-tri2) of Formula
(19):
Formula (17)
HQ OH 45
)21 [Chemical Formula 33]

Formula (19)
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-continued
% OH
(6]

(6]

OH

HO.
OH
(0]
U
OH
OH
HO
OH

epitheaflavic acid of Formula (20):

[[Chemical Formula 34]

Formula (20)

HO

OH

3,4,6-trihydroxy-1-((2R,3R)-3,5,7-trihydroxychroman-2-
y1)-5SH-benzo[7]annulen-5-one of Formula (21):

[Chemical Formula 35]

Formula (21)

HO

OH

18
epitheaflavic acid-3-O-gallate of Formula (22):

[Chemical Formula 36]

Formula (22)

10

HO

15

OH

20

or (2R,3R)-2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-5,7-dihydroxychro-
man-3-y12,3,4,6-tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-benzo[ 7]annulen-
8-carboxylate of Formula (23):

[Chemical Formula 37]
Formula (23)
OH

HO O
35 Ol

OH
40 o)

OH

OH
HO

The above benzotropolone ring-containing compounds,
which are active ingredients of the anti-obesity agent of the
present invention, can be obtained by solvent extraction from
natural materials such as green tea, black tea, and oolong tea
or also by chemical synthesis or enzymatic synthesis of the
materials.

With respect to the natural materials which are extraction
raw materials, tea leaves may be used as is or in ground form.
The solvent for use in extraction may be water, an organic
solvent, mixtures of these solvents, or the like, and preferably,
hot water. The extract obtained can be separated and purified
by using an adequate carrier for separation. Any carrier can be
used if the carrier can absorb the above benzotropolone ring-
containing compound and separate it with an adequate sol-
vent for separation. For example, styrene- or dextran-based
synthetic adsorbents can be used for the separation and puri-
fication. After loading of the above extract on such a carrier,
an adequate solvent is used to separate the above ben-

50

55

60

65
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zotropolone ring-containing compound. More specifically,
the above benzotropolone ring-containing compound for use
in the anti-obesity agent of the present invention can be
obtained in accordance with the descriptions in Example 1 of
the present specification. The thus obtained benzotropolone
ring-containing compound above may be used in condensed
form or as a powder obtained by methods such as lyophiliza-
tion.

The above benzotropolone ring-containing compounds
can be synthesized with enzymes such as polyphenol oxidase
(PPO) and peroxidase (POD), or with oxidants such as potas-
sium ferricyanide (K;[Fe(CN)¢]) as a catalyst by using, as
raw materials, catechins (epigallocatechin-3-O-gallate, epi-
catechin-3-O-gallate, epicatechin, epigallocatechin, and the
like) and gallic acid. Specifically, the synthesis can be per-
formed in accordance with the descriptions in, for example,
Examples 2 and 7 of the present specification.

The anti-obesity agent of the present invention has strong
inhibitory action against lipase, especially, pancreatic lipase.
The lipase inhibitory activity can be measured by any method
of the lipase activity assays described in the related applica-
tions shown in the Background Art section. For example, the
assay can be achieved by using the olcate ester of fluorescent
4-methylumbelliferone as a substrate to measure the fluores-
cence of 4-methylumbelliferone produced by reaction with
lipase. Exemplary is the method described in Example 6,
which allows a measurement of lipase inhibitory activity.
Lipase inhibitory activity can be expressed, for example, as
1Cs,, a sample volume which produces 50% inhibition.

The anti-obesity agent of the present invention have potent
alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity. The activity can be mea-
sured by any method of the activity assays described in the
related applications shown in the Background Art section.
Exemplary is the method described in Example 11, which
allows a measurement of alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity.
Alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity can be expressed, for
example, as ICy,, a sample volume which produces 50%
inhibition.

The purified products or partially purified products of the
above benzotropolone ring-containing compounds can be
used alone as an anti-obesity agent, or can be combined with
a solvent or a carrier so as to be used as an anti-obesity agent.
Itis preferred that the solvent or the carrier can be used safely
as afood or a pharmaceutical product, in prospect of use as the
foods and beverages below and/or pharmaceutical products.
The anti-obesity agent of the present invention has various
use applications; exemplary is use of the agent as foods and
beverages or pharmaceutical compositions which are used for
an experimental study and intended for prevention of triglyc-
eride accumulation.

Foods and Beverages

The anti-obesity agent of the present invention may be in
the form of food and beverage that suppresses undesirable
elevation of blood triglyceride associated with fat intake from
meals. Preferred examples of the food and beverage include
those taken on a daily basis; for example, green tea, barley tea,
oolong tea, black tea, coffee, sports drinks, drinking water,
seasoning, and dressing. However, the foods and beverages
also may be those that are commonly consumed: soft drinks,
cocktails, beer, whiskey, distilled spirit (shochu), wine, sake,
seasoning, dressing, flavored rice, processed foods, instant
foods, retort foods, chocolate, fresh cream, Western confec-
tionery, dairy products, health foods, supplements, and the
like.

Inthe anti-obesity agent of the present invention which is in
the form of food and beverage, the benzotropolone ring-
containing compound of Formula (1) is contained so that the
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intake of the compound is 0.1 mg to 10 g per meal, preferably,
0.5 mgto 5 g. However, the compound of Formula (1) used in
the anti-obesity agent of the present invention is highly safe
because it is derived from food, and thus there is no substan-
tial upper limit on the amount of addition to foods and bev-
erages.

Pharmaceutical Composition

The anti-obesity agent of the present invention which
serves as a lipase inhibitor can also be used as a pharmaceu-
tical composition intended to suppress diet-derived fat
absorption and to prevent undesirable increase of blood trig-
lyceride and/or to lower increased blood triglyceride. The
anti-obesity agent which serves as an alfa-glucosidase inhibi-
tor can also be used as a pharmaceutical composition
intended to suppress diet-derived fat absorption and to pre-
vent undesirable increase of blood triglyceride and/or to
lower increased blood triglyceride. Preferred are agents
intended for oral administration; examples of the agent
include drinks, tablets, capsules, granules, powders, candies,
drops, and the like. The agents contain a benzotropolone
ring-containing compound of Formula (1) in amounts of 0.1
mg to 10 g per dose, preferably, 0.5 mgto 5 g.

The pharmaceutical composition of the present invention is
safe for long-term dosage due to high safety of lipase and
alfa-glucosidase activity of the inhibitory components.
Accordingly, the composition can also be taken on a daily
basis to prevent or resolve obesity as a lifestyle-related dis-
ease.

Novel Compound

Further, the present invention provides a compound shown
below as a novel compound present in black tea.

[Chemical Formula 38]
OH

HO O
OH

This compound is useful as an anti-obesity material.
The present invention is more specifically described in
Examples below, but is not limited thereto.

Example 1
Separation on LH-20

Black tea leaves originated in Assam, India were extracted
with hot water at 90° C. and lyophilized, and distilled water
was added to the resulting product followed by warming and
dissolution to obtain a solution of concentration 10 mg/ml.
While heating the solution to 60 to 70° C. in a hot-water bath,
15 ml of the same was loaded on 60 ml of Sephadex LH-20
(GE Healthcare Biosciences, [.td.) After washing with 45 ml
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01'20% acetone (acetone:distilled water=2:8, v/v) and subse-
quent washing with 60 ml (1 column volume) of the same,
elution was conducted with 4 column volumes each of the
following solvents: 30% acetone (acetone:distilled water=3:
7, vIv); 50% acetone (acetone:distilled water=1:1, v/v); and
60% acetone (acetone:distilled water=6:4, v/v), and the
resulting solution was fractionated into 1 column volume for
each fraction. Two milliliters each taken from a total of four-
teen 60 ml fractions was concentrated under vacuum and then
0.1 ml of a 50% aqueous dimethylsulfoxide solution (dim-
ethylsulfoxide:distilled water=1:1, v/v) was prepared, and the
solution was subjected to a measurement of lipase inhibitory
activity. In addition, each fraction was concentrated under
vacuum and lyophilized, and the recovery volume was calcu-
lated from the resulting solids; the calculations were used for
the component analysis conducted in Example 5. The weights
and the recovery rates of lipase inhibitory activity are shown
in Table 1.

TABLE 1

Location of Activity in LH20 Fractions

Abundance Abundance
Ratio of Ratio of Yield
Fra No. Fraction Activity (%) (%)
1 20% acetone__1 0.0005 5.0 30.6 543
2 20% acetone_ 2 5.01 23.7
3 30% acetone__1 4.72 20.1 3.7 16.3
4 30% acetone_ 2 6.30 4.7
5 30% acetone__3 5.63 5.1
6 30% acetone_ 4 3.48 2.8
7 50% acetone__1 14.12 70.9 4.8 23.6
8 50% acetone_ 2 33.59 11.2
9 50% acetone__3 17.08 5.1
10 50% acetone_ 4 6.15 2.5
11 60% acetone__1 2.53 3.9 1.3 5.8
12 60% acetone_ 2 1.05 1.8
13 60% acetone_ 3 0.20 1.2
14 60% acetone_ 4 0.13 1.5

As a result of the measurement of lipase inhibitory activity
in accordance with the method described in Example 6, 20%
acetone__1 and 20% acetone_ 2 fractions, which exhibited
high yield, were each found to have contained polysaccha-
rides and caffeins and have had almost no activity. On the
other hand, in 50% acetone_ 2 fraction, which exhibited the
next highest yield (11.2% by weight), activity of 33.6% was
eluted; in the subsequent entry, 50% acetone 3 fraction,
activity of 17.1% was eluted. In the 50% acetone elution
portions including these fractions, it was found that 70.9% of
the activity was eluted. In the assay described in Example 5,
many of active benzotropolone ring-containing compounds
were eluted with 50% acetone, which is well consistent with
the high activity found in 50% acetone elution portions.

Example 2
Syntheses of Test Compounds

. purprogallin

. purprogallin carboxylic acid

. epitheatlagallin

. epitheatlagallin-3-O-gallate

. theaflavate A

. theadibenzotropolone A

. theaflavin digallate trimer 1 (TFdiGA-tril)
. theaflavin digallate trimer 2 (TFdiGA-tri2)
. epitheaflavic acid
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10. theaflavanin

11. epitheaflavic acid-3-O-gallate

12.  (2R,3R)-2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-5,7-dihydroxychro-
man-3-y12,3,4,6-tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-benzo[ 7]annulen-
8-carboxylate

Syntheses of epitheaflanallin (3) and epitheaflagallin
(3) and epitheaflagallin-3-O-gallate (4)

To epigallocatechin (0.2 mmol) (EGC; Wako Pure Chemi-
cal Industries, Ltd.) or epigallocatechin-3-O-gallate (0.2
mmol) (EGCG; Wako Pure Chemical Industries, [td.), potas-
sium ferricyanide (0.8 mmol) and NaHCO, (0.8 mmol) were
added to prepare 150 ml of an aqueous solution, and the
solution was chilled on ice. Fifty milliliters of an aqueous
pyrogallol solution (0.2 mmol) was dripped into the solution
and stirring the mixture were continued for one hour. The
reaction solution was loaded on 20 ml volume of Sep-pak C18
(Waters Corp.), and after washing with 60 ml of water and the
subsequent washing with 5% acetonitrile/water, 50% aceto-
nitrile/water containing 0.1% formic acid was used to elute a
reaction product. The eluted product was lyophilized and
purified by preparative HPL.C shown below.

The reaction product of EGC and pyrogallol was loaded on
YMC Pak Polymer C-18 (20x300 mm, YMC Co., Ltd.) and
an elution with a linear gradient of 30-50% acetonitrile (6
ml/min, 60 minutes) was performed in the presence of 0.1%
formic acid. The component eluted at between 48 and 50
minutes was lyophilized to obtain 4 mg of a brown solid
(epitheaflagallin (3)). Also, the component eluted at between
68 and 70 minutes in this chromatogram was lyophilized to
obtain 2 mg of a brown solid (purpurogallin (1)).

The reaction product of EGCG and pyrogallol was loaded
on Develosil C30-UG-5 (20 mmx250 mm, Nomura Chemical
Co., Ltd.) and an elution with a linear gradient of 15-50%
acetonitrile (6 ml/min, 60 minutes) was performed in the
presence of 0.1% formic acid. The component eluted at
between 44 and 46 minutes was lyophilized to obtain 6 mg of
a brown solid (epitheaflagallin-3-O-gallate (4)). Also, the
component eluted at between 48 and 50 minutes in this chro-
matogram was lyophilized to obtain 3 mg of a brown solid
(purpurogallin (1)).

Inthe same manner as the above reactions, 800 mg of gallic
acid was subjected to a reaction to obtain 65 mg of purpro-
gallin carboxylic acid (2), which is produced by polymeriza-
tion of two gallic acid molecules. In addition, 100 mg of
epicatechin-3-O-gallate (ECG) was subjected to a reaction to
obtain 3 mg of theaflavate A (5), which is produced by poly-
merization of two ECG molecules. Further, 400 mg each of
epicatechin (EC) and EGCG were subjected to a reaction to
obtain a main product, theaflavin-3-O-gallate as well as 2 mg
of a by-product, theadibenzotropolone A (6). In the same
manner as the above reaction, 200 mg each of epicatechin-3-
O-gallate (ECG) and EGCG were subjected to a reaction, and
12 mg of the resulting theaflavin-3,3'-digallate and 20 mg of
ECG were subjected to a reaction to obtain 1.7 mg of
TFdiGA-tril (7) and 0.6 mg of TFdiGA-tri2 (8). The follow-
ing compounds were also obtained: 48 mg of epitheaflavic
acid (9) obtained by reaction of 330 mg of gallic acid and 101
mg of EC; 12 mg of theaflavanin (10) obtained by reaction of
869 mg of pyrogallol and 400 mg of EC; and 37 mg of
epitheaflavic acid-3-O-gallate (11) and 3.3 mg of 2R,3R)-2-
(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-5,7-dihydroxychroman-3-y12,3.4,6-
tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-benzo[7]annulen-8-carboxylate
(12) which were simultaneously obtained by reaction of 470
mg of gallic acid and 221 mg of ECG.
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Example 3

Structural Analyses of Compounds

MS and NMR measurements of the compounds obtained in
Example 2 were performed. Their mass spectra were deter-
mined with Q-TOF Premier (Micromass Co., Ltd., UK) using
Z-Spray ESI ion source, in negative, V mode. Cone voltage:
45V, Capillary voltage: 3 KV, Source Temp.: 80° C., Desol-
vation Temp.: 180° C. Mass correction was performed with
LockSpray, and leucine enkepharine (m/z 554.2615 [M-H])
was used as a reference.

The accurate mass, molecular formula, and theoretical
mass value of each compound are shown in Table 2.

TABLE 2

5

10
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Column: YMC-Polymer C18, S-6 um (YMC Co., Ltd., 2
mméx150 mm)

Flow Rate: 0.2 mL/min

Column Temp.: 40° C.

Mobile Phase A: 0.1V/V % HCOOH/H,O
Mobile Phase B: 0.1 V/V % HCOOH/CH,CN

Gradient Program: A/B=91/9 (0 min)—=A/B=40/60 (17
min)—>A/B=15/85 (17.1 min)—A/B=15/85 (17.1 to 19 min)

The above conditions were used to assay a hot water extract
of Indian Assam CTC tea. Compounds 2 to 8 were found to
have been present in the tea leaves. The quantitative values are
shown in Table 4.

Mass Spectrometric Results of Compounds

m/z Actual Molecular ma/z Calc.
Compound No. Compound Mass Value Formula Value
1 Purprogallin 219.0285 C11H8OS5 219.0293
2 purprogallin carboxylic acid 263.0183 C12HR8O7 263.0192
3 epitheaflagallin 399.0701 C20H1609 399.0716
4 epitheaflagallin-3-O-gallate 551.0818 C27H20013 551.0826
5 theaflavateA 851.1471 C43H32019  851.1460
6 theadibenzotropoloneA 973.1832 C50H38021 973.1827
7 TFdiGA-tril 1279.2185 C64H46029  1279.2203
8 TFdiGA-tri2 1279.2218 C64H46029  1279.2203
9 epitheaflavic acid 427.0686 C21H16010  427.0665
10 theaflavanin 383.0784 C20H1608 383.0767
11 epitheaflavic acid-3-O-gallate 579.0778 C28H20014 579.0775
12 (2R,3R)-2-(3 4-dihydroxyphenyl)-5,7- 535.0883 C27H20012  535.0877
dihydroxychroman-3-yl 2,3,4,6-
tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-benzo[7]annulene-
8-carboxylate
14 theaflavanin-3-O-gallate 535.0871 C27H20012  535.0877
15 EGCG-catechol 535.0885 C27H20012  535.0877
Example 4 TABLE 4
Quantitative Values of Black Tea Components
Quantification in Tea Leaf Extract 40
Compound Compoun ng/g extract
The LC-MS/MS measurements were performed with 4000 i PurPngaﬁiH boxlic acid 162.(1)3
. . . . purprogallin carboxylic aci .
Q TRAP (Applied Biosystems Inc:) using T.u.rbolonSpr?l}{ in 3 epitheaflagallin 29400
negative mode under the following conditions: Collision 45 4 epitheaflagallin-3-O-gallate 369.0
energy: 46 eV (nega.); lonspray voltage: 4500V; Tempera- 5 theaflavate A 165.5
ture: 450° C 6 theadibenzotropoloneA 35.95
: : 7 TFdiGA-tril 67.20
The elution time and measurement channels of each com- 8 TFdiGA-tri2 61.55
pound in MRM (multiple reaction monitoring) mode are as
shown in Table 3. 50
Example 5
TABLE 3
Distribution of Each Compound in Tea Leaf Fraction
LC-MSMS Quantitative Parameters
55 LC-MS/MS measurements were performed with Q-TOF
Compound  Compound R.T. QU/Q3 Premier (Micromass Co., Ltd., UK) using Z-Spray ESI ion
source, in negative, V mode. Cone voltage: 33V, Capillary
1 purprogallin 10.99 219.0/191.0 voltage: 3 KV, Source Temp.: 150° C., Desolvation Temp.:
2 purprogallin carboxylic acid ~ 8.01 263.0/190.9 250° C. Mass correction was performed with LockSpray, and
3 epitheaflagallin 8.64 399.1/233.0 60 leucine enkepharine (m/z 554.2615 [M-H]") was used as a
4 epitheaflagallin-3-O-gallate 11.54 551.1/233.1 reference.
5 theaflavateA 14.46 851.2/579.1 Column: YMC-Polymer C18, S-6 um (YMC Co., Ltd., 2
6 theadibenzotropoloneA 11.49 973.2/227.1 mm¢x150 mm)
7 TFdiGA-tril 1501 1277.2/579.1 Flow Rate: 0.2 mL/min
8 TFdiGA-tri2 1737 1277.2/697.1 65  Column Temp.: 40° C.

Mobile Phase A: 0.1V/V % HCOOH/H,O
Mobile Phase B: 0.1V/V % HCOOH/CH,CN
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Gradient Program: A/B=70/30—A/B=50/50 (20 min)—A/
B=50/50 (25 min)
The above conditions were used to analyze each of the
fractions of tea leaves originated in Assam, India, which were

obtained by fractionation in Example 1. Compound 2 (m/z 5

263.02, R.T.=9.29 min) was detected in 30% acetone 1 frac-
tion, Compound 3 (m/z 399.07, R.T.=9.83 min) was in 50%
acetone_ 2 and 50% acetone__ 3 fractions, Compound 4 (m/z
551.08, R.T.=13.48 min) was in 50% acetone_3 and 50%
acetone_ 4 fractions, Compound 5 (m/z 851.15, R.T.=17.50
min) was in 50% acetone_ 4 fraction, Compound 9 (m/z
427.07, R.T=8.60 min) was in 50% acetone 3 fraction,
Compound 10 (m/z 383.08, R.T.=9.65 min) was in 30%
acetone 3 and 30% acetone 4 fractions, Compound 11
(m/z 579.08, R.T.=13.86 min) was in 50% acetone_ 2 frac-
tion, and Compound 12 (m/z 535.09, R.T.=13.90 min) was in
50% acetone_ 2 fraction.

Example 6
Measurement of Lipase Inhibitory Activity

Measurement samples were synthesized and purified in
accordance with the method in Example 2.

. purprogallin

. purprogallin carboxylic acid

. theaflavate A

. theadibenzotropolone A

. theaflavin digallate trimer 1 (TFdiGA-tril)

. theaflavin digallate trimer 2 (TFdiGA-tri2)

9. epitheaflavic acid

10. theaflavanin

11. epitheaflavic acid-3-O-gallate

12. (2R,3R)-2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-5,7-dihydroxychro-
man-3-y12,3,4,6-tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-benzo[ 7|annulen-
8-carboxylate

13. EGCG (Wako Pure Chemical Industries, [td.)

Method of Measurement

The measurement of lipase activity was performed by
using as a substrate the oleate ester of fluorescent 4-methy-
lumbelliferone (4-MUOQ; Sigma-Aldrich Corp.) to measure
the fluorescence of 4-methylumbelliferone produced by a
reaction. In the measurement, 13 mM Tris-HCI (pH8.0) con-
taining 150 mM NaCl and 1.36 mM CaCl, was used as a
buffer. The following were subjected to an enzymatic mea-
surement: the substrate 4-MUO which was dissolved into a
0.1M DMSO solution followed by dilution of the solution
4000-fold with the above buffer; and as a lipase, porcine
pancreatic lipase (Sigma-Aldrich Corp.) which was prepared
as a 400 U/ml solution by using the above buffer likewise.

An enzymatic reaction was initiated by the following steps
under 25° C. condition: adding to a 96-well microplate 50 ul
of'a 4-MUO buffer solution and 25 pl of distilled water (or an
aqueous sample solution) for each well; mixing them; and
then adding 25 ul of a lipase buffer solution to each well. After
a 30-minute reaction, 100 pl of a 0.1M citric acid buffer
(pH4.2) was added to terminate the reaction, and the fluores-
cence of 4-methylumbelliferone (excitation wavelength: 355
nm, fluorescence wavelength: 460 nm) produced by the reac-
tion was measured with a fluorescence plate reader (Fluoros-
kan Asent CF from Labsystems, Inc.)

The inhibitory activity of test samples were determined as
1C5, (uM), a sample volume which produces 50% inhibition,
relative to the activity of a control (distilled water).

Results

The lipase inhibitory activity of Compounds 1, 2, and 5 to
14 is shown in Table 5.
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TABLE 5

Lipase Inhibitory Activity per mole

Compound IC50
No. Compound uM
— pyrogallol 17.273
1 purprogallin 0.413
2 purprogallin carboxylic acid 4.165
5 theaflavate A 0.202
6 theadibenzotropoloneA 0.178
7 TFdiGA-tril 0.135
8 TFdiGA-tri2 0.138
9 epitheaflavic acid 4.626
10 theaflavanin 0.984
11 epitheaflavic acid 3-O-gallate 0.266
12 (2R,3R)-2-(3 4-dihydroxyphenyl)- 0.207
5,7-dihydroxychroman-3-yl
2,3,4,6-tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-
benzo[7]annulene-6-carboxylate
13 EGCG 0.349

All of the benzotropolone ring-containing compounds
exhibited lipase inhibitory activity. In (-)-epigallocatechin-
3-O-gallate (EGCG; Compound 13), which is known to
exhibit strong lipase inhibition, its IC5, was 0.349 uM. The
compounds other than purprogallin carboxylic acid (2) and
epitheaflavic acid (9) which have a free carboxylic acid resi-
due exhibited activity equivalent to or stronger than EGCG,
which showed that their benzotropolone ring contributes to
their lipase inhibitory activity. A carboxylic acid residue was
found to serve to reduce the activity. Accordingly, in Formula
(1), R; is preferably a group other than COOH.

Example 7
(1) Preparations of Compounds

Syntheses of Compounds 12 and 14 (theaflavanin
3-0O-gallate) with Peroxidase

Used were horseradish peroxidase from Zymed Laborato-
ries, Inc. as a peroxidase, epicatechin 3-O-gallate (ECG) of
90% purity or higher, which was purified by reversed-phase
HPLC from tea extract, and pyrogallol from Nacalai Tesque,
Inc. (99.0% purity).

(2) Reactions

In 10 ml of a 0.058 M acetic acid buffer, 4.3 mg of the
horseradish peroxidase was dissolved, and to this solution,
250 mg of ECG (0.566 mmol) dissolved in 500 pul of acetone
and 192.8 mg of pyrogallol (1.53 mmol) dissolved in 500 ul of
acetone were added followed by stirring. Under 30° C. con-
dition, 450 pl of a 3% (w/v) hydrogen peroxide solution was
added to initiate a reaction. For improvement of reaction
efficiency, 450 pl of a 3% (w/v) hydrogen peroxide solution
was added twice, i.e., after 10 and 20 minutes of the reaction
initiation. Added were 192.8 mg of pyrogallol (1.53 mmol)
and 450 ul of a 3% hydrogen peroxide solution after 30
minutes of the reaction initiation, and then reacted for another
30 minutes.

After 60 minutes of the reaction initiation, the reaction
solution was loaded on a reversed-phase stationary phase
(Waters Corp., Sep-Pak, C18-Vac 20 cc (5 g)) followed by
washing with 40 ml of distilled water. Consecutive elutions
were then performed with 20 ml of a 20% (v/v) aqueous
acetonitrile solution and then with 40 ml of a 70% (v/v)
aqueous acetonitrile solution. The 70% acetonitrile eluate
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was concentrated and lyophilized to obtain 68.0 mg of a
fraction containing Compounds 12 and 14 (theaflavanin 3-O-
gallate).

The mixture containing Compounds 12 and 14 (theaflava-
nin 3-O-gallate) was purified by HPLC under the conditions
below.

The mixture was loaded on YMC-Pak Polymer C-18 (20x
300 mm, YMC Co., Ltd.), and in the presence of 0.1% formic
acid, a 30-minute isocratic elution with 30% acetonitrile and
then an elution with a linear gradient of 30-45% acetonitrile
(6 ml/min, 150 minutes) were performed. The component
eluted at between 144 and 148 minutes and that eluted at
between 158 and 162 minutes were lyophilized to obtain 3.9
mg of the compound identical to Compound 12 shown in
Example 2 and 3.0 mg of Compound 14 (theaflavanin 3-O-
gallate). Further, the component eluted at between 108 and
113 minutes in this chromatogram was lyophilized to obtain
36 mg of a brown solid (Compound 1 in Example 2: purpro-
gallin).

Example 8

Instrumental and Structural Analyses of Reaction
Products

Compounds 12 and 14, which were obtained in Example 7,
were subjected to MS and NMR measurements.

Their mass spectra were determined with Q-TOF Premier
(Micromass Co., Ltd., UK) using Z-Spray ESI ion source, in
negative, V mode. Cone volt.: 33V, Capillary voltage: 2.7kV,
Source Temp.: 80° C., Desolvation Temp.: 180° C. Mass
correction was performed with LockSpray, and leucine
enkepharine (m/z 554.2615 [M-H]| ") was used as a reference.
The collision energy was set at 4 eV at the time of MS
measurement and at 22 eV at the time of MS/MS measure-
ment.

Compounds 12 and 14 produced molecular ions of m/z
535.0883 and 535.0871 [M-H]-, respectively, and their
molecular formula was determined as C,,H,,O, , (theoretical
value: 535.0877). As a result of the MS/MS measurement in
which collision energy was set at 22 eV, fragment ions of
263.07 and 219.07 were detected in Compound 12 and those
01'383.08 and 169.01 were in Compound 14. Compound 14
was found to be a known compound, theaflavanin 3-O-gal-
late.

An NMR measurement was performed to confirm the
structure of Compound 12. The *C NMR and 'H NMR
spectra of Compound 12 are shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, respec-
tively. The NMR measurement was performed under the con-
ditions below. In CD;0H, 3 mg of Compound 12 obtained in
Example 7 was dissolved, and the residual peaks of protons
and °C of CD,OH, 83.30 and 848.97, were set as internal
standards. Measurements in accordance with the following
methods were performed with a DMX-750 spectrometer
(BRUKER BIOSPIN, Germany): 'H NMR, '*C NMR,
'"H{'*C}-HSQC, 'H{">*C}-HMBC, TOCSY, DQF-COSY,
NOESY, and ROESY. As a result, Compound 12, which was
obtained in Example 7, was confirmed to have the structure
shown below.
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The numbering of each atom is shown in the above struc-

tural formula.

The NMR measurement results and the signal assignments

are shown below.

TABLE 6
17 E¥S
o I (Hz) o
A(C)-ring C-2 5.09 brs 78.23
C-3 5.58dd 71.75
C-4 2.94dd 17.4,1.9 26.48
A-5 3.04dd 17.4,4.5 157.07
A-6 6.02d 22 96.75
A7 OH 157.91
A-8 5.97d 95.8
A-8a 158.07
C-4a 99.07
B-ring B-1 131.25
B-2 6.95d 1.4 114.76
B-3 OH 146.25
B-4 OH 146.11
B-5 8.72d 8 116.04
B-6 6.83 dd 8,14 118.87
benzotropolon a C=0 184.35
b OH 154.63
c 7.51d 1 114.45
d 125.12
e 8.03 brs 139.62
f 691s 114.76
g OH 152.62
h OH 138.44
i OH 153.73
J 116.29
k 131.96
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The structure of Compound 14 is also shown below.

[Chemical Formula 40]

HO

OH OH

OH

OH

Synthesis of Compound 15

To 229.2 mg of epigallocatechin-3-O-gallate (0.5 mmol)
(EGCG; Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd.), 3.293 g of
potassium ferricyanide (10 mmol) (Nacalai Tesque, Inc.) and
0.84 g of NaHCO; (10 mmol) were added to prepare 400 ml
of an aqueous solution, and the solution was chilled on ice.
Into the solution, 100 ml of an aqueous solution of 275.3 mg
of catechol (2.5 mmol) was dripped over one hour, and the
mixture was kept stirred. The reaction solution was loaded on
300 mL of Sephadex LH-20 (GE Healthcare Biosciences,
Ltd.) and elutions were performed with 1 L of 40% acetone/
water, 1.2 L of 45% acetone/water, and 900 mL of 50%
acetone/water, consecutively, followed by lyophilization.
Consequently, 77 mg of a 45% fraction containing EGCG-
catechol was obtained. The fraction was purified by prepara-
tive HPLC shown below.

The fraction containing EGCG-catechol was loaded on
YMC-Pak Polymer C-18 (20x300 mm, YMC Co., Ltd.), and
at a flow rate of 6 ml/min in the presence of 0.1% formic acid,
an elution with a linear gradient of 25-45% acetonitrile (75
minutes) was performed, and then a 30-minute isocratic elu-
tion was maintained with 45% acetonitrile. The component
eluted at between 92 and 95 minutes was lyophilized to obtain
24 mg of a brown solid (Compound 15: EGCG-catechol). The
structure of Compound 15 is shown below.

[Chemical Formula 41]
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Example 10

Measurement of Lipase Activity

Method of Measurement

The measurement of lipase activity was performed by
using as a substrate the oleate ester of fluorescent 4-methy-
lumbelliferone (4-MUO; Sigma-Aldrich Corp.) to measure
the fluorescence of 4-methylumbelliferone produced by a
reaction. In the measurement, 13 mM Tris-HCI (pH8.0) con-
taining 150 mM NaCl and 1.36 mM CaCl, was used as a
buffer. The following were subjected to an enzymatic mea-
surement: the substrate 4-MUO which was dissolved into a
0.01M DMSO solution followed by dilution of the solution
667-fold with the above buffer; and as a lipase, porcine pan-
creatic lipase (Sigma-Aldrich Corp.: Type VI-S) which was
prepared as a 400 U/ml solution by using the above buffer
likewise.

An enzymatic reaction was initiated by the following steps
under 25° C. condition: adding to a 96-well microplate 50 ul
of 4-MUO buffer solution and 25 pl of distilled water (or
aqueous sample solution) for each well; mixing them; and
then adding 25 pl of a lipase buffer solution to each well. This
measurement was designed to increase the solubility of the
substrate to enable inhibitory activity to be measured more
accurately, because the concentration of the substrate was 7.5
UM at the time of the reaction, which showed its dilution as
compared with the concentration 12.5 pM achieved in
Example 6 and the DMSO concentration was increased. After
a 30-minute reaction, 100 pl of 0.1M citric acid buffer
(pH4.2) was added to terminate the reaction, and the fluores-
cence of 4-methylumbelliferone (excitation wavelength: 355
nm, fluorescence wavelength: 460 nm) produced by the reac-
tion was measured with a fluorescence plate reader (Fluoros-
kan Asent CF from Labsystems, Inc.).

The inhibitory activities of test samples were determined as
1C5, (uM), a sample volume which produces 50% inhibition,
relative to the activity of a control (distilled water).

The lipase inhibitory activity of Compounds 3, 4, 12, 13,
14, and 15 was measured. The results are shown in Table 7.

TABLE 7

Lipase Inhibitory Activity per Mole

1C50
Compound Compound uM
3 epitheaflagalin 0.956
4 epitheaflagalin 3-O-gallate 0.125
12 (2R,3R)-2-(3 4-dihydroxyphenyl)- 0.096
5,7-dihydroxychroman-3-yl
2,3,4,6-tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-
benzo[7]annulene-8-carboxylate
13 EGCG 0.349
14 theaflavanin 3-O-gallate 0.168
15 EGCG-catechol 0.104

Compounds 12, 14, and 15 all had stronger activity than a
positive control, EGCG, and exhibited activity equivalent to
or stronger than Compound 4 (Japanese Patent Public Dis-
closure 2009-114079), which is known as a lipase inhibitor.

The structures of Compounds 14 and 15 are shown as
antioxidants and anti-inflammatory pharmaceutical agents in
Japanese Patent Public Disclosure 2007-504168, but their
lipase and alfa-glucosidase inhibitions were not known.

Compounds 12 and 14 can be synthesized by using
polyphenol oxidase (PPO) or oxidants such as potassium
ferricyanide besides the enzyme shown in Examples. Also,
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the compounds can be synthesized not only by a combination
of ECG and pyrogallol but also by reaction with gallic acid.

Example 11

Measurement of Alfa-Glucosidase Inhibitory
Activity of Various Benzotropolone Ring-Containing
Compounds

A 1M sodium phosphate buffer was prepared by mixing a
0.1M NaH,PO,-2H,O and a 0.IM Na,HPO,.12H,0O and
adjusting the mixture to pH7.0, and thereto 2 g/LL of bovine
serum albumin (Nacalai Tesque, Inc., F-V, pHS5.2, 96%
purity) and 0.2 g/IL of NaN; (Nacalai Tesque, Inc., a special
grade reagent) were added. To prepare an enzyme solution,
alfa-glucosidase (Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd.,
yeast-derived, 100 units/mg) was dissolved in the above
buffer so as to achieve 0.5 units/mg protein/ml (100 pug/20
ml). To prepare a substrate solution, p-nitrophenyl-alfa-D-
glucopyranoside (Nacalai Tesque, Inc., a special grade
reagent) was dissolved in the above buffer so as to achieve 5
mM concentration (7.525 mg/5 ml).

Among the samples used for the assays, epigallocatechin-
3-0O-gallate (Compound 13: EGCG), a positive control, was a
product from Wako Pure Chemical Industries, [.td., and Com-
pounds 1, 3,4, 5,11, 12, 14, and 15 were products that were
synthesized and purified in Example 1, 2, or 7.

These samples were adjusted so as to obtain 10 mg/ml of
DMSO and the solution was diluted 2-fold in 6 steps. Using a
96-well microplate, 45 ul. of the enzyme solution was added
to 10 uL. of the sample solution. After preincubation at 37° C.
for 5 minutes, 45 plL. of the substrate solution was added and
absorbance at 405 nm (A405 nm) was measured. After incu-
bation at 37° C. for 5 minutes, the absorbance A405 nm was
measured. Percent inhibition was calculated as a difference in
A405 nm from a solution in which only DMSO was added as
a control instead of a sample, and two consecutive measure-
ments were performed for activity of each compound.

As aresult, the alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity of each
Compound, when indicated by ICs, value, is as shown in
Table 8; Compounds 12 and 14 exhibited particularly strong

activity.
TABLE 8
alfa-glucosidase inhibitory activity
1C50
Compound Compound (mM)
1 purpurogallin 1.237
3 epitheaflagallin No
4 epitheaflagallin 3-O-gallate 0.180
5 theaflavate A 0.116
11 epitheaflavic acid-GA 0.287
12 (2R,3R)-2-(3 A-dihydroxyphenyl)- 0.159
5,7-dihydroxychroman-3-yl
2,3,4,6-tetrahydroxy-5-oxo-5H-
benzo[7]annulene-8-carboxylate
13 EGCG 0.485
14 theaflavanin 3-O-gallate 0.196
15 EGCG-catechol 0.103

From these results, together with the results on lipase
inhibitory activity, these benzotropolone ring-containing
compounds were found to have strong inhibitory activities
against digestive enzymes. Among all, Compound 12, which
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exhibited its strong inhibitory activities against both the two
enzymes, was confirmed to be present also in black tea; to
date, the compound has not been known, but was found to be
useful as an anti-obesity material.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The anti-obesity agent of the present invention contains a
tea-derived benzotropolone ring-containing compound and
thus exhibits superior inhibitory activities against lipase and
alfa-glucosidase. The agent does not compromise the flavor
of foods and beverages, has palatability, and can be used in
various use applications including foods and beverages
intended for health enhancement such as reduction in triglyc-
erides.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of inhibiting lipase activity comprising:
administering one or more compounds of Formula (1) to a
subject in need thereof, wherein the compounds of Formula
(1) are selected from:

Formula (1)
OH
(0]
R;
OH
R, OH,
Ry
wherein R, is H or OH;
R, is H or a group of Formula (2):
Formula (2)
wherein R, is OH, a group of Formula (3):
Formula (3)
(0]
N
OH
HO
OH
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or a group of Formula (4):

HO

OH

HO

OH

R; is COOH, a group of Formula (5):

HO

or a group of Formula (6):

OH

wherein R is OH, a group of Formula (7):

OH

OH

OH
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or a group of Formula (8):

. Formula (8)
Formula (4) "',, 0
(6]
10
OH
HO
OH
15
wherein Ry is a group of Formula (9):
20
Formula (9)
OH
OH
25
s
or a group of Formula (10):
30
Formula (5)
Formula (10)
OH
35
(0]
OH
40
Ry OH
Rl’
45
Formula (6) wherein R,' is the same group as R, above and R,' is a
group of Formula (11):
50
Formula (11)
55
Formula (7)

60  Wwherein R is the same group as R, above,
excluding epitheaflagallin, epitheaflagallin-3-O-gallate,
theaflavin, theaflavin-3-O-gallate, theaflavin-3'-O-
gallate, and theaflavin-3,3'-O-digallate.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein R, is H.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the compound is a
compound of:
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Formula (13)
OH
o 5 Formula (17)
HOOC HO on
OH, OH
10
OH
OH
15
Formula (15) 20
OH
OH,
O,
OH 25
(0] oH OH
e}
HO O 30
I OH
OH
35
40
Formula (18)
Formula (16) OH

HO
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-continued -continued
Formula (19)

Formula (23)
3 OH,
HO O ‘\\\\
oH
10 ",
"0 ol
OH
o 0
15
O OH.
OH
HO
20

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the compound of For-

25 . P .
mula (1) is contained in a composition.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the compound of For-
mula (1) is contained in a food or a beverage.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the compound of For-
mula (1)is contained in a tea beverage, a soft drink, or a health
food.

7. A method of inhibiting alpha-glucosidase activity com-

prising: administering one or more compounds of Formula

35 (1) to a subject in need thereof, wherein the compounds of
Formula (1) are selected from:

30

Formula (20)

40
Formula (1)
OH
(6]
45 R3
OH
Formula (22)
Ry OH,
50
Ry
wherein R, is H or OH;
55 R, is Hor a group of Formula (2):
60
Formula (2)
OH, or
HO 65

OH
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wherein R, is OH, a group of Formula (3): wherein Ry is OH, a group of Formula (7):
Formula (7)
5 OH
OH
Formula (3)
3 o
© OYQ
OH
10
O
OH
HO or a group of Formula (8):
OH 15
. Formula (8)
or a group of Formula (4): "—,,’ 0
(6]
20
OH
Formula (4)
HO
0 25 OH
wherein Ry is a group of Formula (9):
o 30 oH Formula (9)
' OH
. O
.,:,,,O @/
s
Ol 35
OH or a group of Formula (10):
HO
OH 40 Formula (10)
OH
R; is COOH, a group of Formula (5): o
43 l OH
Formula (5) R, OH
OH
50 Ry
Rs
wherein R,' is the same group as R, above and R,' is a
HO o group of Formula (11):
55

or a group of Formula (6): Formula (11)

Formula (6) ¢q

wherein R ' is the same group as R, above,
65 excluding epitheaflagallin, epitheaflagallin-3-O-gallate,
theaflavin, theaflavin-3-O-gallate, theaflavin-3'-O-
gallate, and theaflavin-3,3'-O-digallate.
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein R, is H. -continued

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the compound is a
compound of

5 Formula (17)
OH
Formula (13) HQ
OH OH

HOOC © 10

OH,

OH 15

OH

Formula (15) 2

OH
OH,
O
25
OH “OH
0 om OH o1
(0]
HO O 30
l OH

OH 35
40

Formula (16) Formula (18)

OH

HO.
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-continued -continued
Formula (22)
Formula (19)
5
10 HO
15 OH
OH, or
HO
OH
20 Formula (23)
OH,
HO Y \\‘\\@
25 OH
K OH
OH
30 O 0
Formula (20)
O OH.
35 o
HO

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the compound of
Formula (1) is contained in a composition.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the compound of
Formula (1) is contained in a food or a beverage.

“0H 12. The method of claim 7, wherein the compound of
o Formula (1) is contained in a tea beverage, a soft drink, or a
health food.



